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A member church of Grace Presbytery
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We are called by the Holy Spirit into a
loving relationship with Jesus Christ,

glorifying God,

Ga g 9 growing in faith,
U ni ty S Uun d ay serving others, and
May 23, 2010 sharing the good news of Jesus Christ.

“Unity”” Sundays are celebrated on special Sundays during the year that lend themselves to having
everyone attend one worship service in order to celebrate together all-church events like confirmation,
ordination and installation of elders, World Communion Sunday, etc.

Recently the session met and approved this schedule for the upcoming Unity Sunday for May 23,
Pentecost Sunday.

Worship will be from 9:00 to 10:30 a.m. and will include: Mother’s Day Celebration,

. Ablend of the music from both early and Sunday, May 9
late services Between the Celebration Service

. Youth confirmands received and Sunday School, muffins and
.. drinks will be served. Come and
- Teacher Appreciation

- . |
. Celebration of the Lord’s Supper join the celebration of mothers!

Sunday School will follow the worship service from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Lunch will be a Picnic Lunch for everyone including:
- Hamburgers and Hot Dogs prepared by John Conn of the world famous Molly’s Restaurant!!
- Side dishes, salads and desserts provided by members of the congregation for all to enjoy.
(Sign-up on the bulletin board in Narthex)
- Special dessert celebrating the birthday of the church and confirmands
- Games on the front lawn for all ages

Please remember to bring a blanket and/or chairs to sit on.
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From the Pastor. . ..
Something to Think About

Well it has been about six weeks and | think | am going to stay. (LOL as they say in text speak)

It is an interesting dance that new pastors and congregations do in the beginning. | know we are
listening to each other’s words and watching each other’s actions for signs that will help us to
understand each other.

I have spent my first month and a half visiting people and ministries, getting to know how we
work together, where God has brought you and me from, and where we find ourselves now. |
have been greeted by warm welcomes and loving expressions of hospitality ,as well as kind acts
of giving and friendship. For Faye and me and our family | want to say “thank you”.

This first year | intend to do a lot of listening and asking questions. | will also suggest changes and bring new ideas when
appropriate and | am sure | will make my share of mistakes. Life is full of them.

Thanks also for your listening to me on Sundays as | try to preach the Word of God and also reveal my journey as a Chris-
tian and a pastor. Let me tell you a bit about that journey.

First, I am a Christian. Before being a pastor or a Presbyterian, |1 am first a follower of Jesus Christ. | know that may sound
redundant to many. But it is first and foremost my identity before all else. | grew up going to church in the Episcopal
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Church through my middle school years. In high school | attended a Friends
Church (Quaker) and in college attended Azusa Pacific University graduating in
1979. All of these were very important in the formation of my spiritual life.

After college | spent three years working in camps and conferences ministries
along with jobs in the secular fields. My journey intersected the PCUSA when |
began work as a youth director in a small Presbyterian Church in La \erne, Cal.,
under the leadership of Vic Pentz, who is now the pastor of Peach Tree Presby-
terian church in Atlanta, Ga.

While I was there | began to sense a call to ministry and later began to explore a
call to ordained ministry. This led to where | am today, which is a long journey
and a story for another STTA. This is my story. And you each have a story. We
are people of stories and how those journeys intersect with God’s story in Jesus
Christ.

I hope in these next few weeks we can start telling each other our stories and
share how Jesus Christ has intersected our stories and how that experience has
shaped each of us. Sharing our stories is the simple witness of God’s people and
I want us to be comfortable with telling our stories. | hope you will make an
effort to attend one of the “Meet and Greet” groups in the upcoming weeks (see
the list of remaining dates and times on page 5) so we can begin to share our
stories.

Our faith is the Story of God and the call of God’s people to follow Him. Itis
about the intersection of God’s life in Christ with our lives. The result of that
intersection with Jesus Christ is the story we are to share with the world. There
is nothing more interesting to me than a good story. | will tell you mine if you
will tell me yours. Who knows, we might see Jesus along the way.

In Christ,

Pastor Craig
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Grace Presbyterian
Church Session

Moderator: Rev. Craig Sanders

Class of 2010
Kent Couch, Communications
Bill Irwin, Adult Education
Valerie Knox,

Encouragement & Nurture
Mike McCoy, Worship
Lauren Black, Youth

Class of 2011

Hector Bayona,
Encouragement & Nurture

Doug Fabio,
Stewardship/Finance

Joy Geppert, Vision

Joan Townsend, Mission

Class of 2012

Frank Bauerle, Clerk of Session

Brian Musfeldt, Children’s Ed

Louie Nash, Administration/
Building & Grounds

Betty Sicks, Pastoral Care
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SESSION BRIEFS

At its meeting on April
13, 2010, the Session:

- approved the Session minutes
for the Stated Session meeting of
March 16, 2010 and the Called
Session Meeting of April 6, 2010.

- heard a report from Elder Joan
Townsend on the March 25, 2010
Called Presbytery meeting. At the
meeting, the General Presbyter
Search Committee moved that its
report be received and that Janet
M. DeVries be called to serve

as General Presbyter of Grace
Presbytery.

- reviewed the current church
policy documents. The various
ministries discussed the status
of the policy documents they are
responsible for.

- received an update on the status
of the Boy Scout Eagle project to
refurbish the church playground.
Pending weather interruptions,
work is expected to be complete by
May 1.

- heard a report from the Mission
Ministry that New Day will not be
awarding a scholarship this year.

- reviewed and approved a new
version of the Caring Fund policy
as presented by Pastoral Care.

- discussed the gift given to Grace

by Laurie Powell’s family. Because
of Laurie’s love for mission and her
involvement in New Day, a motion

was made, seconded, and approved
to allocate the gift to New Day.

- heard a request from the Vision
Ministry to approve and authorize
the development of a master
landscaping plan. The cost of

the plan will be covered by an
anonymous donation.

- approved the plan as presented
by the Vision Ministry to replace
the carpeting and fixtures in the
Nursery and Toddlers rooms.

- discussed a report from the
Vision Ministry on the request to
purchase two additional bells for
the Bell Choir. Session voted to
use the remaining $425 from the
Joan Fabio Memorial Fund and to
allocate an additional $500 from
the memorial fund toward the
purchase of the bells. Session also
authorized the Bell Choir to use the
‘Recyclamatic’ fund raiser to raise
additional funds.

COMMENDATIONS:
Barb McAllister, Roger Perez,

James McAllister,

and all who helped prepare the

Seder meal

Thanks to Barb, Roger, James, and
all those who helped set up the
Seder meal. Because of your work,
those who attended this meal had a
very meaningful experience.

¢



Eearning ait Giracie.

Children’s Education ...
Summer will be here before we know it!

VBS

If you haven’t marked your calendars yet, be sure to mark VBS right
away: August 2-6 in the evening at Westminster Presbyterian. This sum-
mer’s VBS will focus on Joseph and his time in Egypt and will again
stress family participation. If you will not be participating as a family
member, we invite you to join the staff. See Ron or Brian Musfeldt if you
have questions or would like to sign up. Mark your calendars now!

Summer Sunday School

This summer the children will learn about many of our Christian symbols.
Each Sunday they will do an art project that depicts the symbol they are
studying. They’ll also go on “symbol hunts” around the church. This is a
terrific curriculum for the children!

Also this summer the children will get an introduction to Joseph so they
will be familiar with him prior to their VBS “Joseph” experience.

Heifer International
Keep saving those coins! Our kick-off collection day, when the children
collect from the congregation, will be May 16.

Teacher/Shepherd sign up

If you are interested in teaching Sunday School this summer, or in the
fall, be sure to check the Narthex for sign-up sheets. If you have questions
see Ron or Brian Musfeldt.

Building & Grounds ...

% To activate the

| Grace Presbyte-
rian Church Prayer
Chain:

* Phone Betty Sicks at

o 817-478-2724

* Email sicksth@att.net

* Go online at www.gpcar-

Have You Noticed?

Become a Greeter ...

Be the first friendly

face they see!

Would you like to help new-
comers feel the warmth and
fellowship of Grace? Become a
GREETER - it is the easiest and
most fun job at Grace! Contact
Anna Perez Jewelryamp@yahoo.
net.

The old Pastor’s office “reformed” to a Staff office
Work has been completed in the old Pastor’s office and it is now a Staff
office. All of the wallpaper was removed, the walls textured and painted.
We are now searching for a small table and office chairs without arms
so that the room can also be used for small meetings. Thanks to all who
worked to make this “reformation” possible!

There is now a phone installed in the assembly room on the north wall

lington.org using the prayer
chain link

next to the sink. This phone is toll-restricted and can only make out-going
calls by dialing 9 + the number. This was done to facilitate our Meals on
Wheels food distribution and also to be available in case of emergency in
the back part of the building.
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Getting to know you ...
getting to know all about you!

To help Rev. Sanders get to know us — and for us to
get to know Craig and his family, we are continu-
ing our series of small group sessions over the month
of May. Join us in one of these small group sessions
— each hosted by a different member or family of
Grace. The formats are different - feel free to sign
up for the session that works for your schedule. To
access the sessions, go to www.gpcarlington.org
and click on the link in the lower left corner that says
“Come meet Rev. Sanders” ... then click on the
date you would like to attend and follow the instruc-
tions from there. If you have any questions contact
Kathy Bayona at 972-642-5535 or kathybayona@

yahoo.com

Fri, May 14
12:00 pm
3002 Oak Cove Rd. Arlington, 76017

Fri, May 14
6:30 pm
3410 Ensign Ct. Arlington, 76017

Sat, May 15
6:00 pm
3606 Prather Court Arlington, 76017

Mon, May 17
6:30 pm
2411 Oak Shadow Court, Arlington, 76017

Fri, May 21
7:00 pm
Veterans Park Pavilion

@‘ BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

Scout Sunday

Cub Scout Pack 421, Boy Scout
Troop 421, and Venture Crew 421
would like to thank Grace Presby-
terian Church for allowing us to
conduct Scout Sunday services. It
is a highlight of our year and a way
for saying thanks to a wonderful
chartering organization.

Boy Scout Troop 421

February - Blue & Gold
Banquet Catering

Troop 421’s major fund raiser for
the year is to cater area Cub Scout
Pack’s Blue & Gold Banguets each
February. This year they will be
serving five banquets.

March Campout
March 19 - 21

Backpacking in the Wichita
Mountains

New Website

The troop launched a new website
at the beginning of the year. It was
produced and is managed by Scout
Mark Meyer. Check it out! http://
troop421.info/Home.aspx
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Erom thie  ISijbiFairy:

Memorial Book
Donations for April

Stories Behind Women of Extraor-
dinary Faith by Ace Collins.
Given in memory of Laurie Powell
by Gehlin & Becky Menti

Booklover’s calendar for May

May Get Caught Reading Month
May 10-16 Reading is Fun Week www.rif.org/rif_week.mspx
May 10-16 Children’s Book Week http://www.cbcbooks.org/

National Publication Shines Spotlight on
Grace Presbyterian Church

| used to teach with a lady in Newark, Texas
named Afton Bullington, who liked to say, “He
who tooteth not his own horn, the same shall
not be tooted.” So ...

Congregational Libraries Today is the na-
tional quarterly publication for Church and
Synagogue Library Association that contains
news about its chapters, feature stories about
congregational libraries and librarians, promotional ideas, information on
using computers and the Internet in the library, and reviews. Its readers
are mostly congregational librarians.

Well, believe it or not, the Spring 2010 issue features an article on
our very own library here at Grace! While reading the Fall 2009 issue,
I came upon a relatively new section asking for display and promotional
ideas. Thinking back on the last two years, it occurred to me that we
might send them a “report” about what we have done recently at Grace to
be more pro-active about the library and the library ministry. We included
some photos of the library and the displays we had put together. The
result was an e-mail back from one of their writers, Dorothy Lewis, stat-
ing that | had just written her next article for the publication! I anxiously
awaited and after two more issues it finally showed up! (The article is not
available on the Web, but a copy will be posted on the bulletin board in
the Narthex.)

Only days after publication, I received an e-mail from a church librarian
in Pennsylvania asking all sorts of questions about the Grace library and
asking for info about our ministry’s work. Please pray that God will use
our efforts to not only bless our congregation but others as well.

To learn more about Congregational Libraries Today, visit http://cslainfo.
org/page.php?pagecode=clt

Becky Menti
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May- 2010

THAPPRY BIRTHDAY $
Birthday wishes #o:
Mara Dillman-May 1*1

C.C. Waggoner-May 3™
Enily McAllister-May 51
Miranda Ross-May qth]
Annalise Kean-May 27!
Kayley Walker-May 281

Upcoming Youth Activities...

e May 1°*: SYNOD monthly
installment due!

e May 2" Senior Night at
Grace!! 6-8PM

e May 9": Youth Led Worship
in both services!! & Mother’s
Day, so no GPYC tonight.

e May 16™: Park Night/Snow
Cones 5-8!!

e May 23": Sean and Joe Night
@ GPC 5-8!!

e May 30™: End of School Party
@ the Machen’s house!!!

*hhkkkhkhkkkhkhkkkikhkkkikhkkkikhkkhkhkkikihkkhkiikkiiikkik

For information on youth events,
Contact Sheryl Machen.
C: (817)-296-7208
Ofc: (817)-468-0868
Email: s.machen@yahoo.com

el

CONGRATULATIONS!
Youth of the Month...

Annalise Kean!!!

Annalise, the youth group would like
to thank you for leading worship
music for GPYC!!! You have a
beautiful voice!

Mission Trip!

This summer, youth are
taking a mission trip to
Colorado June 19th to 25th|
GPYC has raised $290 from
the Time and Talents
Auction...Thanks to our
Grace Family!

Youthv Led Worship!
The Youth of Grace will be
shawing their talenty and
praising the Lord withvthe
Congregation on Mother’s

Day, Moy 9 at 8:30 and,

11:00 v services. The
Seniors of 2010 will set the

theme of Worship!

Come to Youth ond experience the
fellowship, fun and food; every
Sunday evening from 5-§pmlll



Yarn Ministry ...
“Ravelings” for May

Tuesday evenings
May 4, 11 and 25
7:00 p.m.

Join us for two hours of keeping
our hands busy! We are working
on scarves for the mission trip Dr.
Tom Whinery will make to Ro-
mania in the fall. Many of us are
working on prayer shawls that will
be blessed and made available for
our Stephen Ministers in the won-
derful work they provide for our
congregation and others in need.
The yarn bin in the hallway under
the WOG table is full of fabulous
yarn for your scarves or shawls.
Feel free to choose some and return
your finished projects to the larger
bin for blessing.

Women
ofGrace

Day Circle
May 10
9:15 a.m.
at the church
Kathy Bayona is the coordinator

Tuesday Circle
May 11
1:00 p.m.
at the church for a baked
potato lunch. Please bring
your choice of
accompaniments
Ann Livingston is the coordinator

Women of Grace ...

May General Meeting
Tuesday, May 18

7:00 p.m.

at the church

Mexican Train Tournament

This will be our final meeting for
the year, so come enjoy the fellow-
ship and delicious snacks. If you
have never played Mexican Train,
it is just a fancy name for dominos!
It is easy and fun and we can talk
and eat while we play. PRIZES
will be awarded for high score and
low score and lots of other things
in between!

Our April meeting was a lot of fun!
Fifteen ladies enjoyed Ann Liv-
ingston’s famous pimiento cheese
spread and Jenny Ross’s deli-
cious pineapple upside down cake
and were very gracious as they
swapped “stuff” they had brought
from home. Many “treasures”
changed hands that night and ev-
eryone went home with something
they just could not live without.
Our own private garage sale ... and
it didn’t cost us anything!!

Sending our seniors off to begin the next chapter

Each year the congregation of Grace honors our graduating high school seniors with a delicious dinner and
an evening of reminiscing. This year was a delightful evening of food and fellowship celebrating the accom-

plishments of our graduates. All our seniors have exciting plans for their futures! We laughed and cried as we
watched the slide show giving us a look back at the lives of these young people growing up in our midst. The
sit-down Italian-style dinner! When these young adults are settled in their new environments, we will publish
their addresses. As a congregation, we are encouraged to shower them with notes, cards and goodies to remind
them that they are in our prayers and will continue to be loved by their family at Grace! We look forward to
keeping up with the “next chapter” of your lives, seniors!

Congratulations Seniors!
Josh Bauerle « Clint Carlisle « Emily Coleman ¢ Lauren Geppert « Annalise Kean ¢ Scott Loftin
Amber Tipton « Cody Tipton « Kayley Walker; ¢ Claire Whinery

(Don't forget to pray for the parents and siblings of these seniors too! While it is exciting to watch these young
people grow up and move on, there is a period of adjustment at home and each family member handles this
change differently.)

Sl
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Serving at Grace

New Day ...
We continue to
meet the needs of
homeless teens

Here are our numbers for March:

128 Bags to Venture HS
60 Bags to Sam Houston
24 Bags to Newcomers at
Workman
4 Bags to the Alternative HS in
Mansfield
76 Snacks, juice, milk & Fresh
Fruit to Venture HS
16 Cases of Baby Food to Venture
8 Baby Caps
Lotion, soap, powder, wipes
& socks

Due to warmer weather, we have
stopped the oatmeal and cocoa we
were putting in the bags for the
winter and will change to small
cereal boxes or cereal bars. Thanks
you all for your generosity to these
students sticking it out in high
school under difficult circumstanc-
es. Please remember to keep them
in your prayers.

Joan Smith
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Stephen Ministry ...

A Meaningful Ministry

C-O-S-T

Searching for a new ministry opportunity in our congregation? There will
be a cost, you know, but there will also be great rewards. Stephen Min-
istry is our congregation’s one-to-one caring ministry. Right now we’re
looking for members who are willing to pay the

C ommitment QTEPHEN  MINISTRY
Of J— ———————
Selfand
T ime

and become Stephen Ministers, remem-

bering that the blessings will outweigh

the costs. A new training class will begin this fall for new Stephen Min-
isters. To find out more about this ministry, please contact our Stephen

Leader — Louie Nash (817) 538-5755 or louie@nashfolk.net.

20 years of serving for Meals on Wheels
You may not even realize that Grace
Presbyterian Church is a pick up location
for the local Meals on Wheels program.
That means that food is organized inour |
building and distributed to volunteer driv- |
ers. We have a wonderful group of folks
who help with the distribution from our
building (Dick Townsend, Bill O’Mary,
Virginia Kendrick, Cathy Matson, Mary
Cash, Wanda Archer, Ron Musfeldt, Carol Lockwood, Sam and Barb
McAullister). Each year the Meals on Wheels organization recognizes
long-time volunteer efforts and this year Linda Black was recognized
for her efforts these past 20 years as a volunteer driver from Grace! It

is hard to believe that it was so long ago that a former member, Elouise
Thompson, first introduced our congregation to this wonderful ministry
for the Arlington, Mansfield and Kennedale areas. Ann Livingston final-
ly “retired” after volunteering for over 30 years and Julie Bayless, Barb
McAllister and Dick and Joan Townsend are also long-time volunteer
drivers! If you visit with any of our members who has ever volunteered
for Meals on Wheels, they will tell you that they have received much
more than they have given over the years. They have been blessed by
the people who receive the meals and the brief bit of conversation and
companionship the deliveries allow. If you would like to volunteer for

happy to tell you all about and help you get plugged in.

this life-changing ministry, talk to any of these folks and they will be



In the beginning ...
25 Years Ago at Grace

I drove north on Cooper not long ago and as | passed the
Kroger at the corner of Green Oaks and Cooper, I glanced

to my right and was reminded of our original church office.
Rev. John Poling set up an office in his home when his family
moved to Arlington. One of his first tasks was to find space
that would accommaodate evening meetings and allow for
regular office hours without having to operate the church out
of his home. The initial plan was to put a temporary build-
ing on our property on Mansfield Road. But meeting all the

requirements by the City of Arlington kept that idea from

developing. At the suggestion of the newly-formed Committee for Site
and Building Planning, it was decided that the church would office at the
Wimbledon Court Apartments. (Oh, yes ... only a few months old and we
already had a committee with three knowledgeable real estate folks hard
at work.) We leased a ground floor apartment very close to the front of the
complex, with two bedrooms and two bathrooms. The apartment had ev-
erything we needed including a fireplace (we dreamed of cozy meetings),
a kitchen and, best of all, free use of the apartment’s community room
and pool! John’s office was set up in the larger bedroom and the host of
volunteer secretaries operated out of the smaller bedroom. Of course, it
took no time at all for desks and chairs, couches and tables to be donated.
And what is it about pastors and their books? John’s books overflowed
the shelves that lined the “office,” and the tub in the larger bathroom was
filled with four-foot-high stacks of books too! It amazes me, as | look
back on this time, that the apartment management was not bothered by
the fact that dozens of people came and went from that apartment on a
daily basis and at all hours of the day and night. Everyone had a key! God
was certainly watching over us during that time of growth. There were
exciting developments every week ... and joyful volunteers for every
task. We were beginning to grow into a caring fellowship with a common
goal of encountering Christ and responding to God’s claim on our lives!

Becky Couch

Over the next 11 months we will continue to reminisce about the history
of Grace Presbyterian Church. These musings are intended to give our
congregation an opportunity to take a look back and share what it felt
like to be a part of the wonderful thing God started in South Arlington in

BIRTHDAYS

1985. We would love for you to share your memories!
Please send your thoughts to Linda Black (Iblack@wans.
net) or to Becky Couch (becky.couch@tx.rr.com). If you
have any pictures from those early days we would love to
borrow them for the newsletter.

Terry and John Hendricks

Mara Dillman 05/01

Robert Mapp 05/01

Sydney Waggoner 05/01

Jenny Johnson 05/02

Emily McAllister 05/03

CC Waggoner 05/03

Karl Kindt 05/06

Bill Wulff 05/06

Meghan McCoy 05/07

Justin McCoy 05/07

Brittany Robb 05/08

Miranda Ross 05/09

Barb McAllister 05/11

Peggy lvie 05/16

Howard Livingston  05/18

Lorena Bradley 05/21

Chris Conn 05/23

Ron Westphal 05/24

Phrygian Bayona 05/25

Brent Tipton 05/25

Bryan Hendricks 05/26

Annalise Kean 05/27

Michael Annen 05/28

Kayley Walker 05/28

ANNIVERSARIES

Nancy and Ray Howland 05/02
Elaine and Jack Kean 05/15
Joan and Jim Smith 05/15
Joy and Gary Geppert 05/23
05/25
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Uisiinigh oluie tiimer & tallelnits 1ne SielrVvi ce.

8:30 am Service 11:00 am Service
May 9 - Mother’s Day - Youth Led Worship
Guardian Angels Mike Dillman Cindy Hutto
Counters Brian Anderson and Rod Jones
May 16
Guardian Angels Bill or Ruth Irwin Frank Bauerle
Ushers Jan and Louie Nash Martha Kinard, John Sutton,

Tom Sicks, Tom Denny

Joys and Concerns Gehlin Menti
Liturgist Kathy Wulff Ana Waggoner
Counters Dave Kinkel and Shalyn Shourds

May 23 - Pentecost Sunday - UNITY SERVICE at 9:00 am

Acolyte Molly Wulff

Guardian Angels Mary Steele and Becky Couch

Ushers Brian and Net Musfeldt, Karen Ellen Anderson, Marji and Larry Breault

Joys and Concerns Karen Ellen Anderson

Liturgist Mark Hellberg/Lisa Whinery

Communion Servers Bill O’Mary, Jim Juengerman, Joy Geppert and Karen Ellen Anderson

Counters John McRoberts and Bill O’Mary

May 30

Acolyte Andi Hutto

Guardian Angels Ann Livingston Anna Waggoner

Ushers Jim and Joan Smith Linda, Kristopher and Kody
Kindt, and Harold Walker

Joys and Concerns Paula Bauerle

Liturgist Joy Geppert Tom Denny

Counters Sam McAllister and Virginia Kendrick
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Save this date ...
OI’ Time Gospel Hour

Thursday, June 3
7:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Led by Carol Mapp

For those of you who participated in a
similar event, you know how fun and up-
lifting this is! And we get to sing the great
old songs. A huge bonus will be cobbler
and ice cream for our parched throats!

Come and sing to the Lord!

Ordinary Sunday Worship

Services

8:30am  Contemporary Celebration Service
9:45am  Church School

11:00 am Traditional Service

Welcome to life together in Jesus Christ! We
extend an invitation to membership in Grace
Presbyterian Church to all who feel called to
grow in faith and discipleship with this warm
fellowship of Christians. Please let the Pastor
or an Elder, know of your desire to join. Come
join our family of faith!






